
  

 

 
Qantas Airways Limited, ABN 16 009 661 901, 10 Bourke Road Mascot NSW 2020 Australia 

Telephone +61 2 9691 3636, qantas.com 

 

15 February 2022 
 
Ms Sarah Millard 
Executive Director 
International Air Services Commission 
111 Alinga Street 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
Via email: sarah.millard@infrastructure.gov.au / isac@infrastructure.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Ms Millard, 
 
RE: APPLICATION FOR CAPACITY – TIMOR-LESTE ROUTE 
 
From Northern Summer 2022, Qantas Airways Limited (Qantas) plans to operate scheduled services 
between Australia and the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste. 
 
Below is a copy of the published schedule and attached is a copy of the media statement announcing the 
decision to commence operations on the Darwin-Dili route. 
 
 

 
 
 

Commencing 30 March 2022, Qantas will launch the Darwin-Dili route with three (x3) frequencies per 
week, increasing to five (x5) frequencies per week in July 2022 as post-COVID demand ramps up.  
 
Subject to regulatory approval, Qantas will service the route using Embraer E190 aircraft operated under 
a three-year wet lease agreement with Alliance Airlines. 

 
Allocation sought: 
 
As a designated carrier under the Australia - Timor-Leste Air Services Agreement, Qantas requests a 
capacity allocation of five (x5) frequencies per week for scheduled passenger services. 
 
• The allocation is requested for a period of five years from the date of the determination; and 
• The capacity will be will utilised in the Northern Summer 2022 Schedule. 
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We would be pleased to discuss or provide any further information the Commission may require. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Trent Mumford 
Head of International Affairs and Partnerships 
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Media Releases

FLIGHTS AND JOBS TAKE
OFF IN THE TOP END WITH
NEW JET BASE IN DARWIN
Published on 15th February 2022

Four Embraer E190 jets to be based in Darwin
More than 90 new NT-based aviation jobs created with recruitment
underway
Darwin-Dili to become first QantasLink E190 international route

The Northern Territory is set for an employment and tourism boost with
Qantas announcing plans to set up a new Embraer E190 jet base at
Darwin airport.

At least four E190s will be based in Darwin to service key QantasLink
routes across Australia, as well as a new international passenger
service from Darwin to Dili.

The E190 jets feature both business and economy cabins with up to 97-
seats and a five-hour range. They are being deployed on Qantas’
network as part of a three-year deal with Alliance Airlines to ramp up
domestic flights and increase connections and schedules between
smaller capital cities and regional centres.

With support from the Northern Territory Government, basing the four
aircraft in Darwin will bring an additional 90 jobs to the Territory,
including pilots, cabin crew and engineers recruited by Alliance Airlines.

The size, range and economics of the aircraft have opened up more
flights on existing routes as well as new routes that wouldn’t be viable
with larger aircraft, including three new domestic routes from Darwin to
Canberra, Cairns and Townsville.

https://www.qantasnewsroom.com.au/media-releases/qantas-group-targets-domestic-growth-with-alliance-airlines-capacity-deal/


2/15/22, 10:00 AM FLIGHTS AND JOBS TAKE OFF IN THE TOP END WITH NEW JET BASE IN DARWIN

https://www.qantasnewsroom.com.au/media-releases/flights-and-jobs-take-off-in-the-top-end-with-new-jet-base-in-darwin/?print=1 2/3

Qantas has been operating weekly flights between Darwin and Dili
since February 2021 in partnership with the Australian Government to
maintain critical passenger and freight links with Timor-Leste. This
service will now become a permanent commercial route with the E190
aircraft with three flights per week, ramping up to five flights each week
from July.

Qantas Group CEO Alan Joyce joined NT Chief Minister Michael
Gunner to make the announcement and unveil the first E190 in
QantasLink livery at Darwin Airport and said the new base would
secure more travel options for Territorians with flow on effects for the
local economy.

“The E190 is a fantastic aircraft and the new routes and frequencies
they have supported means that Darwin is better positioned to take
advantage of the comeback of domestic tourism and business travel,”
said Mr Joyce.

“Basing these aircraft in Darwin means securing more jobs and a
stronger local aviation industry.

“As we prepare to welcome back international visitors, the E190s will
make it easier to fly directly between Darwin and other popular tourist
destinations including Alice Springs for central Australia, encouraging
travellers to see more of Australia.

“The E190 allows us to improve our schedule for NT travellers. When
we first introduced the E190 on our Darwin to Adelaide flights, we were
able to double the number of flights we offered each day, giving
customers more choice about when they travel. We look forward to
providing this flexibility across other new and existing routes.”

All E190 aircraft activated as part of the deal with Alliance will
progressively be painted in QantasLink livery.

The Qantas Group currently operates a total 18 routes from Darwin,
Alice Springs and Ayers Rock Airports and connects Darwin directly to
eight domestic destinations.

Qantas has also announced that it will extend the operation of its
double daily Australia to London flights via Darwin until June.

International flights are subject to Government and Regulatory
approval.
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Alliance Airlines is actively recruiting. Visit
https://careers.allianceairlines.com.au/ for positions and more
information.
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